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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. LUCAS). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
September 12, 2017. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable FRANK D. 
LUCAS to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties. All time shall be 
equally allocated between the parties, 
and in no event shall debate continue 
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other 
than the majority and minority leaders 
and the minority whip, shall be limited 
to 5 minutes. 

f 

ARLINGTON CEMETERY’S HONOR 
GUARD NEVER LEAVE THEIR POST 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the 
country is recovering from natural dis-
asters that are taking place all over 
our land: on the West Coast and the 
Northwest, we have the wildfires; over 
the weekend, we had Hurricane Irma 
going through Florida, now through 
the Southeastern States causing havoc; 
and then, of course, we are still reeling 
from the hammering that we received 

in Houston and other areas because of 
Hurricane Harvey, where thousands 
have lost their homes, over a million 
cars are destroyed. Natural disasters 
are taking place. 

In the midst of all of this, yesterday 
was a day we should also remember, 
not because we had natural disasters, 
but because we had an attack on the 
United States 16 years ago. Yes, Sep-
tember 11, 2001. 

All of us who are old enough remem-
ber exactly what we were doing, as we 
should always remember what we were 
doing that day—a defining moment in 
our personal lives. 

I was a judge in Texas at that time. 
I was driving my Jeep—an old, red, 
beat up Renegade Jeep—to the court-
house, and I was listening to KILT 
Radio, Hudson & Harrigan in the Morn-
ing, a country-western station. Robert 
B. McIntyre, the newscaster, came on 
and said that a plane had hit one of the 
towers in New York City. Like most 
folks, I didn’t know what to make of 
that. I thought maybe it was an acci-
dent. But a few minutes later, he was 
back on the air talking about a second 
plane crashing into the other tower in 
New York City. 

I pulled over to the side of the road, 
as other people were doing, and lis-
tened to what was taking place in 
America as we were attacked. We all 
know the rest of the story about some 
wonderful people who were hijacked on 
a plane in Pennsylvania who took that 
plane down that apparently was headed 
for Washington, D.C., probably this 
building. They saved the lives of Mem-
bers of Congress and people who 
worked in Washington. The fourth 
plane crashed into the Pentagon. 

I would just like to talk about that 
fourth plane. That plane, American 
Airlines Flight No. 77, takes off from 
Dulles, takes to the air, in less than 50 
minutes turns around, and is headed 
back to the Pentagon. 

As you know, Mr. Speaker, the Pen-
tagon is right next to Arlington Ceme-

tery. At the top of the crest of Arling-
ton Cemetery is the Tomb of the Un-
known. I call it the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier. It is the Tomb of the 
Unknown. 

The Tomb of the Unknown is guarded 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, all of the 
time, by the United States Army 3rd 
Infantry Division. The oldest infantry 
division in the United States has the 
honor, the duty, and the privilege to 
guard the tomb of America’s unknown 
who died for us. 

So what happened on September 11 
when the two planes crashed into the 
World Trade Center and the other 
plane is headed toward the Pentagon? 
Yes, the soldiers are on guard. And did 
they leave their post? Absolutely not. 
In fact, they not only did not leave 
their post, Mr. Speaker, they called for 
reinforcements, and they had 30 other 
soldiers create a perimeter around the 
tomb to guard it from whatever may 
occur from that terror that hit in the 
skies. They were there on duty. 

I assume, and I don’t know this, but 
I assume those guards that day knew 
about the first two planes that hit the 
World Trade Center. The sergeant 
major on duty did not want those sol-
diers to leave the post. He called for re-
inforcements to protect the tomb from 
that terror in the skies. 

Remarkable stories that took place 
that day, Mr. Speaker, stories about 
Americans helping other Americans, 
just like Americans are helping Ameri-
cans today with the wildfires and the 
hurricanes. There are many other sto-
ries that we will never know about. 

We know that on that day, as the 
smoke was burning in New York and in 
Pennsylvania and at the Pentagon, our 
first responders, when that terror came 
to America, they didn’t run. They ran 
toward that terror in the skies. Those 
men and women in our law enforce-
ment agencies, our fire departments, 
emergency medical technicians, and 
thousands of others ran to help other 
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